Hinkley Community Newsletter

A NEWSLETTER ISSUED BY THE IRP MANAGER: DISCUSSING ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH THE HINKLEY VALLEY’s Cr(VI) REMEDIATION PROGRAM
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On October 6-7, 2021, the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board vitually held its annual meeting. The IRP Manager
was invited to present updates on the events in Hinkley, CA.

October Update from the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
Regularly Scheduled Lahontan Water Board Meeting held October 6-7, 2021

The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) held a board meeting

on October 6-7, 2021. Water Board staff presented the annual Status Report on Cleanup
R Activities Concerning Chromium Contamination from Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s

(PG&E's) Hinkley Compressor Station. Reports were given by Water Board staff, PG&E
Water Boards representatives, and the Independent Review Panel Manager on actions taken during the

past year and planned for this year, such as cleanup and remediation efforts, the chromium
background study, and community outreach efforts.

This agenda item was presented on October 7, 2021. The board meeting was held virtually and a recording can be
viewed on the Lahontan Water Board meeting website at https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/board_info/
agenda/2021_schedule.html.

Issuance of the New Notice of Applicability of General Waste Discharge Requirements for In-Situ Remediation
Zones and the Freshwater Injection Systems

PG&E requested a revision to the In-Situ Remediation Zone (IRZ) area permitted under a Notice of Applicability (NOA)
of General Waste Discharge Requirements, Board Order No. R6V-2008- .

0014. OnJuly 9, 2021, Water Board staff initiated a 30-day public review PG&E Technical Reports and

and comment period for the Draft Notice of Applicability of General Work Plans

Waste Discharge Requirements for In-Situ Remediation Zones and the

Freshwater Injection Systems. The comment period was extended by 15 Action Plan and Alternative Source

days and comments were due August 24, 2021. The new requirements Demonstration for Total Dissolved
set forth authorize continued operation of the IRZ and freshwater Solids Detected in Groundwater
injections systems, expand the IRZ area beyond what was previously Beneath the Community East
authorized to account for potential future well installations to treat Agricultural Treatment Unit

the plume core, designate a groundwater extraction area to enhance
southern plume containment, designate a freshwater injection area
outside the IRZ area, streamline the monitoring and reporting program
for byproducts and align with current conditions and potential future

Action Plan for Uranium Detected
in Soil at the Ranch Agricultural
Treatment Unit

IRZ expansions, and reduce the reporting frequency from quarterly to Proposed Northwest Freshwater
semi-annually. The updated requirements, including a monitoring and Injection Shut Down Pilot Test
reporting program can be viewed at the Water Board'’s Hinkley project ) )
webpage at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/lahontan/water_issues/ Proposed Pilot Test to Assess Revised
projects/pge/index.shtml. Hydraulic Capture Metrics

Comment letters were received from the IRP Manager and PG&E. SRETES PIIDG REMEVE @ e Rapert

Responses to the comments were provided by the Water Board on Continued Management of Inactive
October 1, 2021. The NOA was signed by the Executive Officer and issued Supply Wells on Property Owned by
on October 5, 2021. PG&E is required to submit a sampling and analysis Pacific Gas and Electric Company in
plan within 45 days of issuance of the new NOA. Hinkley, California

Documents Under Water Board Review . L
Routine Monitoring Reports

PG&E routinely submits reports and workplans to the Water Board for Submitted to the Water Board

review and acceptance. Currently, there are several documents currently
under our review (see list to the right). We are prioritizing the review of

documents and working with PG&E to address any of our comments Second Quarter 2021 Hydraulic

or concerns. For a complete list of documents submitted to the Water Capture Monitoring Report
Board, please visit the State Water Board's GeoTracker webpage for Second Quarter 2021 Monitoring
“PACIFIC GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY HINKLEY” at https://geotracker. Report for the In-Situ Reactive Zone

waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=SL0607111288 and click
on “Site Maps/Documents,” or contact the Water Board staff.

and Northwest Freshwater Injection

Projects
Reporting Household Water Shortage Second Quarter 2021 Agricultural
Californians not served by a public water system who are experiencing Treatment Units Monitoring Report

problems with their water supply can report household water shortages
to the California Department of Water Resources at
https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/report/

Second Quarter 2021 Groundwater
Monitoring Report and Domestic Well
Sampling Results

Water Board oversight of the PG&E Hinkley Chromium Cleanup project is provided by staff in the Water Board's Victorville office,
which is located at 15095 Amargosa Road, Building 2, Suite 210, Victorville, CA 92394. Your Water Board staff contacts are:

* Jan Zimmerman, Senior Engineering Geologist (jan.zimmerman@waterboards.ca.gov, 760-241-7376)
*  Amanda Lopez, Engineering Geologist (amanda.lopez@waterboards.ca.gov, 760-241-7373)

Please feel free to contact any of the Water Board staff listed should you need assistance.

Please note, the majority of Lahontan Water Board staff are continuing to telework. However, they are available via email
and voicemail. They are responding to emails throughout the workday. Responses to voicemail may take more than one
business day.
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September 20, 2021

Amanda Lopez

Jan Zimmerman

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region
15095 Amargosa Road, Building 2, Suite 210

Victorville, California 92394

Re: IRP Manager’'s Comments on PG&E's Standard 2™ Quarter 2021 Reports
Dear Amanda and Jan,

The Independent Review Panel (IRP) Manager is submitting formal comments to the Lahontan
Regional Water Quality Control Board (the Water Board) regarding Pacific Gas and Electric's
(PG&E's) Standard 2! Quarter 2021 Reports (Reports). The IRP Manager, Project Navigator Ltd.
(PNL), continues to advise and provide technical outreach to the Hinkley Community on matters
associated with PG&E’s ongoing Cr(VI) remediation activities. PNL also provides independent
feedback and written comments on technical reports and cleanup and abatement orders
pertaining to the Hinkley Groundwater Chromium Remediation Program. This formal comment
letter herein is submitted consistent with this assignment and in the spirit of the role of the IRP
Manager. The reports reviewed include the following:

1. 2" Quarter 2021 Hydraulic Capture Report

2. 2" Quarter 2021 Agricultural Treatment Units Monitoring Report

3. 2" Quarter 2021 Monitoring Report for the In-Situ Reactive Zone and Northwest
Freshwater Injection Projects

4. 2" Quarter 2021 Groundwater Monitoring Report and Domestic Well Sampling Results

The IRP Manager Team has completed a comprehensive evaluation of the Reports and the
following sections outline our summary and professional opinions. All the Reports were
prepared by PG&E's consultant, Arcadis.

2" Quarter 2021 Hydraulic Capture Report

PGR&E issued the 2™ Quarter 2021 Hydraulic Capture Monitoring Report to the Water Board on
July 15, 2021. Hydraulic capture zones are validated by monitoring well pairs and triplets as
presented on Figure 1. Monthly monitoring events were conducted to measure groundwater

The IRP Manager Issued Comments to the
Water Board for the 2nd Quarter 2021 Cr(VI) Plume

As part of the IRP Manager's Team scope of work,

all technical documents related to PG&E's Cr(VI)
Groundwater Remediation Program are reviewed. The
IRP Manager Team submits a quarterly comment letter to
the Water Board that provides an independent third-party
comprehensive review of PG&E's standard reports. These
standard reports include the Hydraulic Capture Report,
Agricultural Treatment Unit Report, Monitoring Report
for the In-Situ Reactive Zone and Northwest Freshwater
Injection Projects, and Groundwater Monitoring Report
and Domestic Well Sampling Results.

These formal comment letters that are submitted to

the Water Board include any comments, questions

or concerns from the IRP Manager's Team regarding
PG&E's standard reports. Below are two illustrations

that demonstrate PG&E's progress towards the two
Remedial Targets (RTs) that PG&E is required to achieved
as required in the Water Board Cleanup and Abatement
Order. The two RTs that PG&E is required to meet are the
following:

* Reach and maintain 50 ppb of Cr(VI)/Cr(T) in 90% at
specific monitoring wells by December 31, 2025

*  Reach and maintain 10 ppb of Cr(VI)/Cr(T) in 80% at
specific monitoring wells by December 31, 2032

The IRP Manager's quarterly comment letters can be
downloaded from www.hinkleygroundwater.com.
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California

Rural Water Association

Household Well Assistance Project
Mojave Water Agency servce area

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is administering funds through California Rural Water
Association to assist individual households to address drought-related drinking water emergencies.
Funding is available as grants based on recipient's income and affordability.

o ¥ 0 ;
* ““Low-income households o o, © <Y New well construction
Maximum funding . gt *_ Design costs of necessary infrastructure
+ Up to $45,000 per household % « ° * Permitand connection fees
'S

+  Well rehabilitation/repair (including

extending wells to deeper aquifers)
Please contact Lily for additional information:
. ) + Distribution/Conveyance pipelines (up to
Lily Yasinskaya point of entry of household)
1234 North Market Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95834 « Limited consolidation efforts (i.e. laterals,
(916) 283-8516 above-ground interties)

lyasinskaya@calruralwater.org All necessary appurtenances, etc

EXCITING NEWS FOR HINKLEY RESIDENTS! Cal Rural is working on a grant program with the Mojave
Water Agency to help residents repair or replace their water wells. If you are interested in getting help
with your well, please contact Margaret DeAngelis at (858) 204-7366 or Lily Yasinskaya of Cal Rural at
(916) 283-8516. See the flyer below for more details.

United States Geological Survey Background Study

As the USGS background study wraps up and the final background study report is released, Water
Board staff plan to hold a public workshop to discuss the final report. At the workshop, Dr. Izbicki will
discuss the background study and answer questions from the public and board members to provide
clarifications of the findings. Water Board staff will notify community members and the public at least
30 days prior to any scheduled workshop. The USGS BGS is anticipated to be completed in the First
Quarter of 2022.

Timetable for Completion of Final PErralllp -l BT s

locations the USGS each well

USGS Cr(VI) BGS Report

USGS Cr(VI) BGS Report is currently going through
a rigorous internal review process.

+ Originally anticipated to be completed in 2020.

« Toensure a comprehensive review of all the
data and information, the internal reviewers
required more time for their evaluation.

* New release date is anticipated to be in 2022.

Why is the USGS BGS Study
Important?

« The BGS Study is important because it will
establish scientifically defensible estimates
of the natural Cr(VI) concentrations in
groundwater in Hinkley and Water Valleys.

Timetable for completion

Review process

+ The Water Board will decide how to use the
BGS results to establish Cr(VI) background
concentrations for regulatory purposes
and how to use the results for groundwater
cleanup purposes.

* These regulatory background chromium
levels may affect the time it takes to achieve
the Water Board’s Remedial Targets.

BGS Preplanning Stage

Field sampling
Interpretation of data and draft report

Draft report ’

Review of
draft report

Final report (2022)4p

Mid-term report ’

USGS BGS Timeline
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Project Navigator, Ltd. (PNL) was selected in 2012 as
the Independent Review Panel (IRP) Manager by the
Hinkley Community Advisory Committee (CAC).

PNL is a project management company based in
Tustin, CA, known for its expertise in advising on
complex, long-term environmental remediation
projects. PNL also specializes in converting complex
technical information into easy-to-understand visuals
that can enhance communication.

The IRP Manager's Scope of Work (SOW) is detailed
in the Water Board November 4, 2015, Cleanup and
Abatement Order (CAO). Tasks include the following:

+  Review all technical documentation regarding
PG&E's Cr(VIl) Groundwater Remediation Program

*  Provide comments and feedback to the Water
Board regarding key reports and Water Board
orders

+  Participate in the planning and implementation
of the USGS Cr(VI) Background Study

+  Perform outreach to Hinkley residents to explain
the different parts of PG&E's Cr(VI) Groundwater
Remediation Program (via office hours, quarterly
monthly meetings, website, and newsletters)

This Newsletter is being issued in the spirit of helping
fulfill the above technical outreach commitment.

Contact Information

The IRP Manager frequently updates the IRP

website dedicated to the Hinkley remediation project.
For more up-to-date information, please contact the
IRP Manager's office or visit the website at
www.HinkleyGroundwater.com. If you would like

to speak with the IRP Manager’s staff, schedule a
meeting, or suggest input on the newsletter, please
contact:

Dr. Raudel Sanchez
email: rsanchez@projectnavigator.com

Margaret DeAngelis
(available locally to provide advice)
email: mdeangelis@projectnavigator.com

Roger Killian (Community member)
email: acgeneratorservice008@gmail.com

IRP Manager's

Office Hours
36236 Serra Rd., Hinkley, CA 92347

Nov 11: 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Nov 18: 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Dec 2: 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM
Dec 9: 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Important
Upcoming Date(s)

Dec 16 IRP Manager’s
4PM - 6PM End-of-the-Year Workshop
IRP Manager's office
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