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The New “Western Finger” 

Plume Definition & 
Contouring ¼ by ¼ 

The Steps Beyond the 
EIR to a Final Remedy The Future of Hinkley 

IRZ Function and 
By-Products 

USGS’s Participation 
in the BGS 

The Performance of the WHW 
Treatment Systems 

Background Study to 
Determine a Clean Up Goal(s) 

HINKLEY GROUNDWATER  REMEDIATION PROJECT 
WWW.HINKLEYGROUNDWATER.COM 

WWW.PROJECTNAVIGATOR.COM 

Remarks by Dr. Ian A. Webster, IRP Manager  (from Project Navigator, Ltd.) 

At Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board Meeting, Barstow, CA, October 9, 2013 
Contact: iwebster@projectnavigator.com or 714-388-1800 

The Hinkley Groundwater Remediation Project Still Has Many Issues 

Which Maintain the CAC and Community’s Vocal Involvement. 

Installation of monitoring 
wells in the N & E 



1. Monthly Community Meetings Are Still Very Well 

Attended, Indicative of Community Interest…  
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….and in a More Focused Fashion During August, the IRP Manager Held 

Weekly Workshops Using Videos to Illustrate Key Technical Issues.  
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Use of Simulation Videos to Explain, 

at a Micro-Level, Groundwater and 

Cr6 Movement 



2. The CAC and Community Are Especially Happy 

with USGS’s Involvement in the BGS…  
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…Extensive, Detailed Planning for the BGS is Well Underway 

with CAC Involvement…Here, What Data and Its Management. 
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Cr6 > 50 ppb 

3. Community Concerns Linger About “IRZ Containment” 

and the Community Looks Forward to a 3rd Q PG&E Report. 

CAC & Community Concerns Have 

Lingered from 4th Q 2012 Regarding 

the Generation and Transport of By-

Products Such as Mn and As. 
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4. The Community Remains Concerned About “Seeming Plume 

Shape Instability” as Exemplified by the Alleged “Western Finger”… 
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…The Present “Plume Contouring Rules” Display the Core 

Cr6 Plume to the West of the Hydraulic Cut-off Barrier… 
(Shown: Shallow Zone of the Upper Aquifer)  

Significant Technical Discussions 

are Ongoing Regarding What is 

Contributing to this Observation 
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…However, Communication Mechanisms Now in Place Allow the CAC to Discuss 

Issues, Such as “the Finger,” with PG&E, Water Board, USGS, & IRP Manager.  
shown: Plume and Barrier Discussions at a TEM, Barstow, 8/30/13    
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5. Whole House Water (WHW) Treatment Systems are All 

Installed and Most Residents are Very Satisfied. 

10  

But Most Residents with the System Are Unclear About PG&E’s 

Long-term Commitment to Maintain the Systems 



6. PG&E and the Water Board are Engaging with the CAC/Community 

on the Permitting and Engineering Steps Beyond the EIR… 

Cr6 > 50 ppb 

PG&E’s current location and proposed locations of future AUs treatment 

Cr6 concentration distribution and groundwater flow in the Hinkley Valley 
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…But Equally Importantly, the Remaining Hinkley Community Members are 

Hungry to Engage with PG&E and the Water Board on the “Future of  Hinkley.” 
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7. A Resource: A Significant Amount of Information Regarding the 

Hinkley Groundwater Remediation Project Can Be Accessed Through the 

IRP Manager’s Website at www.HinkleyGroundwater.com. 
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Screenshot of hinkleyground water.com 



8. Grand Conclusions. 

 The CAC, the Hinkley Community and the IRP Manager (plus staff) meet 

regularly 

 Significant Interest in the New Background Study (BGS) 

● Encouraged by USGS’s Active Participation 

 A Dialog is Slowly Starting About the Future of Hinkley 

● e. g. Monthly Meetings have begun with the CAC, IRP Manager, 

PG&E, and the Water Board to discuss the Pathway from the EIR to a 

flexible Final Remedy 

● Hinkley’s Compatibility/Integration/Lifestyle with a “Sustainable PG&E 

Remedy” 

 The CAC thanks the Lahontan Water Board and PG&E for the 

significant technical outreach both have performed 
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