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I was Recently Visiting Relatives in the  

16th Century Scottish Village of Portsoy.  
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On the Edge of the Village there’s a Stream which Flows 

Northwards into the North Sea...It Made Me Think About 

Hinkley and PG&E’s Remedy.  
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Here's What the Stream Looks Like as it Flows into the North Sea. While It 

Flows Very Much Faster than Hinkley's Groundwater, the Stream Can be 

Used to Illustrate What PG&E is Doing to Manage Their Cr6 Plume. 
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Hinkley’s Cr6 Plume Groundwater Plume 

Naturally Moves from South to North… 
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....and PG&E Has Enhanced Inward Flow 

Conditions at the Plume's West and East Edges. 
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This Scottish Stream Flows Similarly, and We Can 

Use it to Understand What PG&E is Doing. 
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This Scottish Stream Flows Similarly, and We Can 

Use it to Understand What PG&E is Doing. 
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…But…The Hinkley Plume Has Also Been “Contained at Its 

Edges” by PG&E’s Pumping of Groundwater. 
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So What Has this Scottish Stream Got to Do With 

the Plume’s S to N movement & “Containment?” 



Answer: This Stream is a Real Life, “Earth’s Surface 

Simulation,” of What’s Happening 80 feet Below Ground 

Surface in Hinkley 



Three Similarities… 



(1) Because There’s a South to North Elevation 

Change, the Stream’s Water Flows to the North… 
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…and (2) the Stream, like the Hinkley Plume, is 

“Contained” at it’s West and East Edges. 
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In Addition, at Hinkley, PG&E Has “Cut Off” the Cr6 

Plume’s Migration North of Thompson Road… 
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…Which is Like (3) Placing a “Dam Barrier*” Across the 

Migrating Plume, Here. 

*Achieved by a combination of groundwater extraction and fresh water injection. 



So, In Conclusion, Here’s What PG&E’s Hinkley Remedy 

Looks Like When Simulated on a Scottish Stream…1st 

Plume Containment… 
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…and 2nd, Cr6 Treatment via Two Methods…the 

IRZ and the ATU Systems. 
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…and Trying to Further Demonstrate...PG&E’s 

Remedy Applied to the Scottish Stream. 

Location of ATUs 

Location of IRZ Systems 

Water Flow 

Direction 



Hope this Analogy Helps. If You Need More, 

Please Contact the IRP Manager and His 

Staff at the Hinkley Office 

36236 Serra Rd. 

Hinkley, CA 92347 

Tel 714.388.1800 

info@projectnavigator.com 

call 714-388-1800. 
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