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Outline 

1. Chromium plume 

 Status and investigation 

 Request for Action Plan 

2. Whole house replacement water 

 Public request to change “affected area” in CAO 

 Request for public comments 

3. Supplemental Environmental Project 

4. Revised Background Chromium Study 

5. Next actions 
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Chromium Plume Extent 
2nd Quarter 2013   

Current chromium plume facts (Upper 
Aquifer) as defined by 3.1 ppb Cr(VI)/     
3.2 ppb Cr(T): 

•  6.5 miles long 
•  2+ miles wide 
•  Undefined boundaries: 

 North 
 East 
 West 

 
CAO R6V-2008-0002A4: 
• Report with investigation results         

due Oct. 30, 2013. 
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Plume 
Extent for 
First 
Quarter 2013 
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Chromium concentrations 
increased in monitoring 
wells to north on Acacia St. 
and on Santa Fe Rd., 
threatening domestic wells 
and Hinkley School wells. 
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13267 Investigative Order 
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• Issued Aug. 2, by Assistant Executive Officer 
• Required action plan by Sept. 9:  

 to reduce chromium concentrations in 
west  

 make freshwater barrier more efficient. 
 
PG&E’s Action Plan proposes: 
• Aquifer pumping test and sampling inside 

Heifer Ranch agricultural well, 
• Submit report in December, 
• Install two replacement injection wells. 
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13267 Investigative Order 

Response: 

Water Board staff plans to approve the 
Action Plan with conditions and set 
deadlines for report submittals. 
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CAO R6V-2011-0005A2 
(Whole House Water Order)  

 
Amended CAO issued in June 2012. 
 

Of 362 eligible residences in Order: 
 32 residences have operating water filter 

systems  
 4 water filter systems still planned 

for installation  
 263 choose property purchase 

 120 property owners in negotiation 
(completion date unknown) 

 60 property owners opted out of the 
entire program. 
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Public Requests to Modify Amended  
CAO R6V-2011-0005 

(Whole House Water Order) 

CAO states “affected area” includes contiguous plume boundary 
[Cr(VI)/Cr(T)] plus one mile buffer.  Any domestic well with a 
chromium detection is in the program: 

 

 Two residents requested “affected area” to include non-
contiguous chromium plume areas plus one mile buffer. 

 Based on draft MCL of 10 ppb Cr(VI), PG&E requests:  

 one mile buffer be removed, and  

 WHW program only for domestic wells above 3.1 ppb Cr(VI). 

 Executive Officer requests public comments by Oct. 21. 
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What residents  
are requesting: 
 
Add one mile 
buffer to non-
contiguous 
plume circles, 
using Cr(VI) or 
Cr(T) plume. 
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What PG&E is 
requesting: 
 
• removal of all 

buffers (and 
non-contiguous 
plumes),   

• only for new 
domestic wells 
above 3.1 ppb 
Cr(VI), 

• begins 3rd 
quarter 2013 

• no changes for 
residents 
currently in 
program. 

(revised 10/14/13) 
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Supplemental Environmental Project 

Project accepted in March 2012. Original 
deadline is end of 2017. 
 

● Planning , designs, and permitting 
completed. 
 County determined there are no 

Endangered Species Act issues. 
● Construction started in fall 2013.   
● Following testing and shake down, system 

should be turned over to School District 
in third quarter 2014. 
 

Received public request for Water Board 
to move up deadline to end of third 
quarter  2014, since there are no ESA 
issues to delay project. 12 10/9/2013 Agenda Item #6 



Revised Background Chromium Study 

Technical 
Working 

Group 
(TWG) 
meets 

monthly in 
Hinkley. 

State Board 
approved 

contract for 
Dr. John 
Izbicki to                     

develop USGS 
tasks in the 

revised study 
plan. 

USGS issued 
project 

proposal on 
Sept. 16, 2013; 

requests 
comments by 

TWG. 

Future: 
Informational 
item to Water 
Board in Jan. 

2014 
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Completed 
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Next Actions 

Waste Discharge 
Requirements 

Background 
Study 

• Prepare tentative WDRs for  
agricultural treatment 
expansion. 

• Adoption in early 2014 

• Following adoption of 
WDRs, prepare draft CAO 
with deadlines and directives 
for chromium cleanup. 

• Bring information item to 
Board on final revised 
background study on            
Jan. 9, 2014. 
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Cleanup and 
Abatement Order 
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Questions? 
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